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Vision Statement 

 
Establish a park system that enhances 
neighborhoods, builds a sense of 

community, and adds value to our daily 
lives. 

 
 
1. Accommodate the needs of the Township by providing a range of 

parks, recreational facilities, and open spaces that are appropriate and 
adequate in number, size and location.  

 
2. Increase the enjoyment and appreciation of natural resources. 
 
3. Provide for the needs of all age groups. 
 
4. Maximize local, state and federal resources available for parks. 
 
5. Assist in the preservation, enhancement, and protection of the 

Township’s heritage. 
 
6. Seek innovative partnerships with landowners, developers, churches, 

schools, government agencies, businesses and other recreation service 
providers to encourage sharing of resources. 

 
7. Commit to maintain parks and open space areas.  

 
8.  Develop a paved pathway network that can provide safe pedestrian 

connections of neighborhoods with desired destinations. 
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Genoa’s Past 
 

We observe the changes that are occurring in the Township today without realizing that 
prior visitors brought alterations even more pronounced. Once tremendous change occurred 
without regard for the existing topography.  Hills were bulldozed, valleys filled, and 
streams redirected.  These changes were the result of glaciation.  The effects of glaciers are 
found everywhere: such as glacial till, various land forms and the soil profile.  The glaciers 
also left behind huge boulders called erratics.  These erratics created difficulty for early 
farmers.  Without power equipment they had no means of removing these large boulders 
from their fields. They could only dig a hole beside the stone then hope to roll it in and 
cover it with soil.  Many fine specimens, which are so dissimilar from our native shale and 
sandstone, have been preserved and are on display in Township parks and public areas. 

 
13,000 – 7,000 B.C:  Paleo – Indians 

These nomadic hunters arrived in Ohio at the end of the Ice Age.  It is believed that 
they arrived by walking across a land bridge from Asia through Alaska.  They left behind 
flint spear points, many of which have been found throughout the area.   

 
8,000 – 500 B.C: Archaic Indians 

Archaic Indians fished, gathered roots and berries and hunted deer, waterfowl and other 
game.  Some began to till and raise crops as they learned and discovered the techniques of 
agriculture.   

  
800 B.C – A.D.1200: Woodland Indians 

Woodland Indians were known for growing crops and making pottery.  Two groups 
have been identified.  Adena Indians – cultivated gardens near their villages in central and 
southern Ohio, they developed as craftsmen and built mounds that are still seen today.   
Hopewell Indians – constructed large and elaborate circular, square and octagonal mounds.  
The Mound Complex at Newark is considered one the wonders of the ancient world.  It is 
unknown why the Hopewell culture disappeared from the area. 

 
1650 to 1843 

Disease might have forced late Prehistoric Indians to leave Ohio during the 1600’s, 
although others eventually moved in. When the French missionaries arrived in the late 
1700’s they found Delaware, Miami, Mingo, Ottawa, Shawnee and Wyandotte.  These 
tribes lost a series of wars and much of their land.  First allied with the French against the 
British and later, the Native Americans were allied with the British against the Americans.   
Despite the efforts of leaders such as Little Turtle, Blue Jacket and Tecumseh, they were 
pushed westward.  The last in Ohio were the Wyandots and Miami, which were forced out 
in 1843. 
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1800 – Present  
 Although the prehistoric people and the American Indian cultivated crops, there is no 

evidence that they cleared land to do so. The early settlers removed the driftwood from the 
bottomlands and cut down the virgin timbers to have space to raise cattle and crops. They 
diverted the streams to power saw and gristmills.  

 
Nearly 200 years ago when the pioneers first arrived, they named the principal stream 

in the Township Big Walnut because the banks and bottoms were covered with a dense 
growth of black walnut trees. Many species of wildlife were common to the area that are 
not today.  Such as: wolf, bear, and wildcat that took a toll on the livestock. Timber 
rattlesnakes, once common, were eradicated by hogs that were permitted to run loose (hogs 
were impervious to the snake’s venom).    

 
The portion of Genoa Township that was first settled by pioneers was adjacent to Big 

Walnut Creek. Much of the land was covered with dense forests; therefore the waterways 
became a primary source of identification and transportation. In 1806, Jeremiah Curtiss 
became the first settler. He built a sawmill, a gristmill, and a still along the banks of the Big 
Walnut.   

 
Marcus Curtiss, Jeremiah’s younger brother, built the first brick house. It was a grand 

structure that served as the post office and an inn. Other Curtiss family members ran inns in 
the east and southern United States. When Lafayette made his triumphant tour of the nation 
in 1824 he stayed in the Curtiss Inn. This home has been wonderfully preserved and today 
is a private residence. 

 
Another grand residence built along the stream was that of Diadatus Keeler. This 

wooden home has also been restored and enlarged to serve as a private residence. Both of 
these Genoa Township homes and the Spruce Run Earthworks and Mound are listed on the 
National Register. 

 
The need to obtain supplies and to move agricultural products to market forced the 

creation of roads. The roads had to cross the streams and three major bridges were built 
over Big Walnut Creek. The wall mural in the Township office depicts the covered bridge 
on Yankee Street. 

 
The first school was held in a log cabin donated by Ralph Smith on what is now Old 3 

C Highway.  There were nine one-room brick schoolhouses built, some of which were used 
until 1928. Two of these schools were torn down, six are privately owned and one, The Red 
Bank School, is adjacent to Hoover Reservoir and is owned by the City of Columbus.  

 
There are important elements of the Township that must be understood to be preserved.  

All places have history and when that history is presented to visitors, spaces become more 
interesting and meaningful.  It is important to remember and understand the people who 
lived in the Township before us.  And, it is our obligation to preserve their heritage, as it is 
the obligation of future residents to preserve ours. 
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The Old Red Barn is located at the east end of McNamara Park 
 

History 
(Information provided by Carl Fritsche) 

 
What history has recorded about Dave Gill 

is that he sported a long beard, usually dressed in all 
black, had no car and usually traveled about on his 
black horse.  He always rode in the center of the 
road as he felt he deserved his half of the highway.   

One dark and rainy night, Dave Gill, 
dressed in black on his black horse in the middle of 
the road, was traveling on Old 3C Highway, just 
north of Big Walnut Road, when he and his horse 
were fatally injured when struck by a car. He was at 
least 80 year old. 

Dave Gill was the original owner of the 
Old Red Barn as well as a log cabin he called home.  
The barn was located on the east side and the log 
cabin was located on the west side of Old 3C 
Highway. 

Ora Gill, who married Howard Bolton, 
inherited the farm from Dave, her father, and tore 
down the log cabin and built the present home.  On 
June 28, 1935, Howard Bolton, with the help of 
George Rogers, Frank Fisher and Carl Fritshe, 
disassembled the barn and moved it across the road 
to its current location.  The barn was carried across 
the road in four sections plus the rafters.  New 
siding and sheeting for the roof were added. 

Today, the barn, house and property are 
owned by Genoa Township. 
 

 
 

Analysis 
After reviewing the red barn, Charles 

Whitney, from The Barn Consultant, made the 
following comments in a report dated February 7, 
2003. 
 
��The main barn is  24’x 40’ with a 14’  shed 

attached to the west side 
��The old frame is made of oak.  When the barn 

frame was moved a new gambrel-type roof was 
installed on the old frame.  The shed was added 
later and is in poor condition 

��The barn is estimated to be built between 1900 
and 1910.  This is based on “usual age indicators”. 

��The metal, channel drain roof, is fairly new. 

 
��The foundation is newer, installed when the barn 

was moved.  It is made of concrete block and 
appears to be in good condition.  Before any 
extensive renovation to the barn is done the 
foundation should be inspected.    

��It is important that the foundation is determined to 
be frost proof and structurally sound. 

��There are no gutters on the front of the barn; it has 
a roof flange to keep the water away from the 
structure.  There is a gutter on the back that runs 
the roof water into the existing cistern on the 
southwest corner of the barn. 

��The siding is tongue-and-groove pine which 
shows its age:  the paint is peeling and chipping 

��The mow floor is in poor conditions from old roof 
leaks 

��There are windows and louvers on each end that 
can be saved. 

��There are very few, if any, signs of pest damage. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations 
Charles Whitney, in the same report, made the 

following recommendations 
 
��The shed, on the west side, should be removed   
��The mow floor should be removed and replaced 

with heavy plywood panels.  Some joists should 
be replaced when the floor is removed 

��The present siding can be left on to provide a 
good antique look inside.  Colored metal siding 
can be installed, being sure that furring strips are 
used to provide ventilation to prevent 
condensation 

��The barn should be tightly enclosed to prevent 
birds and weather from entering the structure, 
such as the opening between the plate and roof. 

��The present doors on the front look to be in good 
condition.  The back door should be replaced and 
or refined 

��A concrete floor could be added: the foundation is 
high enough.  The new slab should be at least 6” 
thick
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